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A Note from Our Pastor 
Dear Parishioner,   

As members of St. Joseph Church, we are able to look around at the 
great beauty of our church and it usually reminds us of the genera-

tions of parishioners that have gone before us. Our church building wasn’t built in our life-
time, but instead we are able to enjoy the fruit of the labors of people like you and me that 
went before us. People who worked hard and may not have had very much money were able 
to put what they did have to the service of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; each person contribut-
ing their own abilities and talents to the building up of this parish community. We stand on 
the shoulders of great people who have gone before us and yet we are also a part of them and 
we continue the work and service they began.         

This year our stewardship focus is on service and so I encourage all of us to ask ourselves the 
question, “Where am I serving the church?” We may also ask, “What talents and abilities do I 
have that I could use for the church?” God has blessed each one of us with some interest or 
ability or character trait that can help the church or help others. Your talent may not match 
up with any of the ministries in this book, but we are always open to new ministries that 
might help to serve others. In fact, there are many ministries in this book that were developed 
simply because someone saw a need and had a talent, but I’m sure there is a place for you in 
one or more of our ministries.   

Our Lord Jesus depends upon you and me to be His hands and feet in the world; Jesus wants 
to work through us. How will we allow Jesus to work through us?  

Please thoughtfully and prayerfully consider joining at least one group or ministry. You will 
be a blessing to us for doing so, and most likely you will find plentiful blessings in the service 
that you give. The Lord is never outdone in generosity.  

God bless you always and thank you for your service. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Scott Winchel  
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Stewardship Prayer  
Jesus, teach us to pray. Help us to manage 
our time so that we can spend it with You. 
Holy Spirit, fill us with your gifts. May we 
offer ourselves in sacrifice for our parish 

and for all in need. 
Father, give us generous hearts. Help us to 

manage our finances and to offer first fruits to 
you. 

As your faithful disciples, we ask this for our-
selves and for Catholics everywhere, through 

Jesus Christ our  Lord. 
Amen. 
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Spending Time with God in Prayer 

‣ Attend Mass every Sunday and on Holy 
Days 

‣ Attend weekday Mass at least once a week 

‣ Spend 15 minutes a day in personal prayer 

‣ Spend 1 hour a week at the Adoration 
Chapel 

‣ Pray together with my loved ones 

‣ Read the Bible for one hour a week 

‣ Pray the Rosary at least once a week 

‣ Go to confession every month with family 

‣ Schedule time for a retreat      
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Ministry Catalog 
Councils 

Pastoral Council 
 The Pastoral Council is an advisory group for the pastor. The responsibilities are to 
maintain the unity of the  parish  and  the  integrity  of the parish mission and related goals 
through ongoing pastoral planning under the direction of the pastor. The purpose of the Pas-
toral Council is to investigate pastoral matters, to consider them thoroughly, and recom-
mend conclusions about them. The council provides each parish  committee with the sup-
port and direction needed to carry out its yearly objectives, and  helps  the pastor solve any 
problems that may arise during the year. Members of the parish council are appointed by 
the pastor. If interested, please call the parish office. 

  

Finance Council 
	 The Finance Council advises the pastor on the administration of the parish finances. 
The council helps create the budget, oversees spending, and ensures good fiscal policy. All 
members of this council are appointed by the pastor.		

Stewardship Council 
 The Stewardship Council seeks to make stewardship a “way of life” at St. Joseph by 
assisting and encouraging parishioners throughout the year to actively use their time, talent, 
and treasure within our parish. This council is also responsible for organizing the parish’s Min-
istry Fair, evaluating the stewardship efforts of the parish, assisting with the Stewardship Re-
newal, and following up with committee and ministry leaders concerning ministry participation. 
If interested, please call the parish office. 
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St. Joseph’s Catholic School  
 Our parish school has been in existence since 1872 and is well recognized for provid-
ing a stellar education to children in the Middle Georgia area.  St. Joseph's Catholic School 
offers students in grades 3K - 6th excellent academic instruction and formation in the Catholic 
faith in a Christ-centered atmosphere. The school’s mission is dedicated to educating, nurtur-
ing, and encouraging the mind, body and spirit of every child. Through the integration of faith, 
family, culture, and education, the school prepares our students to participate as a responsi-
ble member of the Catholic Church and society. Financial assistance is available to parish 
families. Please visit our school website for more information (www.sjsmacon.org) or contact 
Mr. Alex Porto, Principal 

Alex Porto, Principal, 478-742-0636  

School Stewardship Opportunities 
 The school sponsors many events and extracurricular activities throughout the school 
year that require volunteers with a variety of talents and skills. Activities include: Annual Book 
Fair, Catholic Schools Week, Chess Club, Field Day, K-Kids, Drama Club and Science & En-
gineering Club.  

School Office, 478-742-0636  
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Liturgical Ministries  

Liturgy and Worship Committee  
 The responsibility of the Liturgy & Worship Committee is to provide for the spiritual life 
of the parish. Working with the priests and deacons of the parish, this committee sets policies 
and directions (in compliance with the documents of the Catholic Church) for all liturgical cel-
ebrations at St. Joseph.  

   Deacon Don Coates, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion*  
 The Bishop of Savannah has delegated lay persons to assist the priests in distributing 
Holy Communion whenever there are a large number of communicants. These men and 
women should have a deep devotion to the Eucharist and are trained in the proper distribu-
tion of this sacred, spiritual food. Each minister must be 18 years of age, confirmed and in 
good standing (attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation and receive the Sacrament 
of Penance regularly). If married, the marriage must be recognized by the Catholic Church. 
(*Membership is a privilege granted by the pastor.) Contact the church office if interested. 

478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to the Homebound*  
 This ministry is for those Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who have been 
trained to bring Communion, at a time convenient for them and the homebound, to those who 
cannot worship with us on Sunday due to illness or advanced age. (*Membership is a privi-
lege granted by the pastor.) 

Debra McMahon Levitt, 478-787-3915 or debramcmahon@aol.com  

Lectors 
 Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass by reading the Scripture readings other 
than the Gospel. Being a lector nourishes one’s personal and spiritual growth as well as pro-
motes a keen awareness of the sacredness of the Mass. The gift needed for the ministry is 
confidence and a clear speaking voice before large groups. Training classes are held periodi-
cally throughout the year. Contact the church office if interested.  

  478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Altar Servers  
 Altar Servers are respectful and reverent assistants who take 
honor in serving the Lord at Mass. Boys and girls, 5th grade and up, 
are eligible to participate as altar servers. They may continue to serve 
through high school and college. After completion of training ses-
sions, which are offered throughout the year, they serve at Sunday 
Masses and at special liturgies, as well as at weddings and funerals. 
Contact the church office if interested. 

478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc  

Acolytes 
 Acolytes are men of the parish who are at least 18 years of age, 

confirmed, and in good standing with the Church. Acolytes serve at the altar and ensure the 
smooth flow of the liturgy. In particular, it is their responsibility to oversee the liturgical actions 
of the altar servers, and to assist the deacon and the Priest as needed.  

Glenn Carter, gcarter@merc-mercer.org

Ushers 
 Ushers greet parishioners and visitors with a friendly smile, making all feel welcome at 
Mass. They also handout bulletins, assist with seating during crowded liturgies, take up the 
offertory collection and direct the Communion procession as well. In addition, ushers assist 
with tidying up the church in preparation for the next Mass. This ministry is open to anyone 
who has received Confirmation: men, women, and youth.  

J.D. Sparks, j.d. sparks.blel@statefarm.com 
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Church Decoration Ministry 
 Talented & interested volunteers 
secure & arrange flowers for the al-
tars & decorate for solemnities, 
feasts, & other special occasions, 
including the Nativity at Christmas. 
Helping prepare special reception 
flowers, watering plants in the 
Church, and being a part of the an-
nual flower festival all play into this 
active ministry.  

Elaine Schmitt, 478-477-2536  
or elaine@antiquesatboling-

broke.com 
  

Altar Society 
 This ministry oversees the 
changing of candles and all altar 
linens, cleans holy water fonts and 
containers (keeping fresh holy 
water), and assembles Easter Vigil 
individual candles and cups. It also 
keeps vestments and altar linens 
neat and organized, dry-cleaning 
them as needed. This ministry in-
cludes the washing of all purificators, 
corporals and altar server garments.  
 Donna Bushey, 478-361-0226 or 

donnaamdg@yahoo.com  
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Music Ministries

St. Joseph Choir 
 The men, women, and young people who make up this choir rehearse on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:15-9 p.m. in the choir loft. Although most of the music is four-part (SATB), 
there is also some unison and/or two-part music. This choir sings weekly at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Masses and as a part of the Combined Choirs for Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, Holy Week, 
Easter Day, other Holy Days, festive Masses, concerts, and other special occasions.  

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc  

Canticum Novum Choir (12:10 Mass) 
 The Canticum Novum (“New Song”) is a small mixed-voice ensemble made up of the 
Men’s Schola and the women’s St. Cecilia Ensemble which will sing at all 12:10 Masses, in-
cluding the Latin Mass held at 12:10 on the last Sunday of every month. This group will be 
open to singers ages 16 and above who read music and can be available for rehearsals at 
11:15 a.m. most Sundays until we establish a repertoire. As a sub-group of the Choirs of St. 
Joseph, members are also encouraged to participate in the Combined Choir of all Holy Days, 
festive Masses, concerts, and other special occasions. See below for more information about 
each group or contact Nelda Chapman. 

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc  

• Men’s Schola/Latin Mass Choir 
 This choir is the principal choir for all Latin Solemn High Masses, including the 12:10  
p.m. Latin Masses on the last Sunday of every month. In addition, the Schola will sing with 
the St. Cecilia Ensemble for the non-Latin 12:10 Masses on the other Sundays of the month, 
with rehearsal at 11:15 a.m. 

• St. Cecilia Ensemble 
 This is an auditioned women’s ensemble which primarily sings chants and motets/ 
polyphonic music. Rehearsals will be scheduled as needed for occasions when the ensemble 
sings apart from the Schola. The ensemble will sing with the Schola for all 12:10 Masses, re-
hearsing at 11:15 a.m. on Sundays for the 12:10 Mass. 
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Children’s/Youth Choir 
 The Children’s/Youth Choir is composed of boys grades 1-6 (unchanged voices only) 
and girls grades 1-12. When active, this group sings at the 9:30 a.m. Mass 3-4 times during 
the school year, at the Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve, on Easter Day and/or Mother’s 
Day, and other special occasions that may arise. Rehearsals are scheduled to meet the 
needs of the majority of the singers. If you have a child or children who would be interested in 
singing in the children’s choir, please contact Nelda Chapman. NOTE: A minimum enrollment 
of 10 singers will be required for this choir. Regular attendance at all rehearsals and at all 
choir Masses is required. 

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Instrumentalists  
 There are frequent opportunities for instrumentalists to play descants on choir an-
thems, occasional instrumental solos at the Offertory for some Masses, and for accompany-
ing hymns and Mass parts on Feast Days or for other special Masses. If you: 1) play an or-
chestral instrument (strings, woodwinds, brass); 2) have at least 3 years training either 
through a school music program or private instruction or the equivalent; 3) read music well; 4) 
are interested in offering your talent through participation in the music ministry at Mass; and 
5) can be available for rehearsals as needed in preparation for Masses, then we need you!  

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Cantors 
 Cantors lead the congregation in the singing of the responses of the Mass. Training 
sessions for new cantors are held 1-2 times per year as needed. Basic music reading skills, a 
basic knowledge of liturgy/structure of the Mass, and participation in one of the St. Joseph 
Church choirs or ensembles are required.  

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Host Families  
 Once or twice a year we have guest choirs or other musicians performing at St. 
Joseph, and we frequently need to provide housing for them. Volunteers are needed to be 
available for housing and/or helping feed singers when these out-of-town concert groups per-
form at St. Joseph. (A volunteer to coordinate housing and feeding for traveling groups would 
also be greatly appreciated!)  

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Music Events Publicity  
 Are you good at creating posters or fliers to advertise events? Are you good at getting 
information to the newspaper to advertise events? We have many quality music events at St. 
Joseph each year that are sometimes under-attended due to a lack of publicity. A volunteer 
(or volunteers) to help with that would be a much appreciated service!  

Nelda Chapman, 478-745-1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc 
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Prayer Ministries  

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
 St. Joseph has a Eucharistic Adoration Chapel located next to the Bookstore. Here 
the Blessed Sacrament is enthroned 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Parishioners are 
scheduled to pray at one-hour intervals throughout the day. Others simply drop by to pray 
when they can. This chapel is a place of peace and quiet where anyone can spend time with 
Christ truly present in the Eucharist.  

Ed and Donna Skoczylas, 478-986-0941, 478-986-0440 or escotch@windstream.net 

Morning Rosary Group 
 Faithfully, Monday through Saturday, parishioners devoted to the Holy Rosary pray the 
rosary together after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. This ministry is open to any parishioner who wishes 
to participate. Just simply show up and pray.   

Prayer Request Chain 
 The purpose of this prayer chain is to pray requested prayers from parishioners. The 
group is structured so that prayer requests received are communicated by e-mail and phone 
chains promptly and with confidentiality.  

Parish Office, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 

Christian Education & Youth Ministries 

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)  
 Parents of children who attend non-Catholic schools are reminded of their serious re-
sponsibility to bring their children regularly to religious education classes. Usually classes for 
K-4 through 8th grade are held each Sunday from 11:00 a.m. until 12 noon at the school. 
Classes are taught by volunteer catechists under the guidance of the Director of Religious 
Education. Registration forms can be found in the parish office or on the parish website - 
www.stjosephmacon.wordpress.com.  

Candia Michela, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 
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Youth Ministry 
 The youth program at St. Joseph’s targets our 6th - 12th grade parishioners. Middle 
school and high school students meet starting in August every other Sunday from 6:15-8:00 
p.m. Groups meet during the school year. Meetings are either social, catechetical, or “hot top-
ic” issues. **Adult volunteers are needed to help plan, facilitate, and chaperone meetings, 
trips, and retreats.  

Fr. John Wright, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc  
Lauren Miller, church@st-joseph.cc 

Children’s Liturgy  
 This blessing-filled ministry is geared for all elementary school children. Every Sunday 
at the 9:30 Mass, Father dismisses after the Opening Prayer and they are led downstairs to 
the Social Hall to have their very own Liturgy of the Word. This gives the children an opportu-
nity to hear the Gospel and readings for that Sunday from the Children’s Bible and have an 
interactive Reflection on their level. They are brought back upstairs before the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist to be with their families and participate in the rest of the Mass. We have 4 teams of 
volunteers. Each team is made up of 2-3 adults (“leaders”) and several middle/high school 
students (“herders”). The time commitment is once a month per team. But, the reward is 
priceless and the blessings, abundant. Each volunteer who works with children in our church 
ministries must be Virtus-trained. Attendance at this one-time class is offered frequently 
throughout the year is published in the church bulletin and school’s journal.  
If you would like to volunteer or have any questions, please contact:  

Emily Gilchrist, 478-461-0983 or eppmg@cox.net;  
Kathy Blackwell, 478-335-0813 or dawgbyte@cox.net 

Nursery 
 Our nursery cares for children (newborn to 5 years old) during the 9:30 a.m., 12:10 
p.m., and 5:00 p.m. Sunday Masses. In addition, the nursery is open for many of our church 
events. (Please refer to the church bulletin.) Families who use the nursery must fill out an in-
formation form prior to a child’s first attendance. This form is available in the nursery or on the 
St. Joseph website. Because our nursery workers are volunteers, we invite any interested 
parents or teenagers to stop by the nursery during a Sunday Mass, observe our procedures, 
and pick up an information and application packet. VIRTUS training is required for all volun-
teers over the age of 18. 

Dianne Carter, diannetcarter@aol.com  

mailto:dawgbyte@cox.net
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Catholic Campus Ministry 
 The Catholic Campus Ministry invites students from Mercer University, Wesleyan Col-
lege and Middle Georgia University to celebrate Mass on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Wes-
leyan House on the Mercer campus. The Catholic Campus Ministry also meets for volunteer 
service, theology and prayer, both on campus and at Saint Joseph. Check the bulletin for 
specific meeting dates.  

Fr. John Wright, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 

RCIA  
 The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is for adults interested in learning more about 
the Catholic Church and provides the preparation for those who wish to join. It is also a valu-
able class for Catholics interested in strengthening their understanding of our faith and the 
teachings of the Church.  
• RCIA Team helps with the weekly classes and provides personal and spiritual support for 
those in the RCIA process.  
• RCIA Sponsors participate in the wonderful, grace-filled experience of assisting new mem-
bers in their journey into the Church. Sponsors walk with them through a formation process 
that reaches the climax at the Easter Vigil. Sponsors offer ongoing support and encourage-
ment on this faith journey.  
• RCIA Prayer Team prays daily for the Team, Sponsors and most especially Inquirers in their 
discernment and response to God’s calling. 

Deacon Don Coates, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc

Adult Ministries 
Catholics Come Home 
 This six-week program uses a non-judgmental approach designed to help non-practic-
ing Catholics to return to the Church. Classes are held once a year and begin the 2nd Tues-
day in January. If you are interested in attending the Catholics Come Home sessions or vol-
unteering for this ministry, contact the ministry leader for more information.  

Ralph DelGiorno, 478-365-7721, 478-992-9603 or dnr1202@gmail.com 

Lenten Small Groups 
 Lenten Small Groups are groups that meet weekly during Lent to discuss, pray and 
share their faith with each other. The topics of the meetings are based on various resources 
including the Sunday readings and scripture study programs. Some groups continue to meet 
throughout the year.  

Candia Michela, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc 
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Cursillo 
• Cursillo is a three-day weekend retreat that helps participants to develop a deeper under-
standing of what it means to be fully Catholic by being fully Christian. 
• Cursillo Group Reunion is a small group of Cursillo friends who meet on a regular basis. The 
purpose is to share with one another the spiritual growth we have experienced.  
• Ultreya is a larger community of Cursillo Group members from St. Joseph, Holy Spirit, St. 
Peter Claver, Sacred Heart, Saint Patrick’s and Our Lady of the Skies who meet monthly. Ul-
treya reunions are announced in our church bulletin.  

Glenn and Lisa Carter, 478-218-2260 or yankeegirlinga@yahoo.com 

Adult Bible Study 
 All adults are welcome. We look in depth at the Sunday readings or look in depth at a 
particular aspect of scriptures. Study groups meet on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Kolbe 
Center. 

Candia Michela, 478-745-1631 or church@st-joseph.cc  

Marriage Preparation Presenters  
 Marriage Preparation is the ministry that consists of experienced married couples of 
the parish who help in the marriage preparation process of engaged couples. They give talks 
focused on communication, prayer, intimacy, sex, finances and other issues concerning mar-
riage. This ministry revolves around marriage preparation weekend retreats that are held 
twice a year at our parish.  

Ann & Jim Beall, 478-737-6299 or ann.beall@gmail.com  

Theology on Tap 
 This ministry is  open  to  all adults.  Meetings  are  held   at   Just  Tap’d in Downtown 
Macon or another specific location to socialize and discuss topics of theology, scripture, and  
current  events. This group meets every other Sunday from 6:20pm until 7:35pm. Check the 
bulletin and Facebook page of St. Joseph’s Theology on Tap. 

Laura Endres, lauraendres214@gmail.com 

Respect Life  
Respect Life Ministry 
 This ministry seeks to provide parishioners with education and raise awareness re-
garding current social, ethical and moral issues as they relate to the Catholic Faith. Working 
with the priests and deacons of the parish, this group seeks to organize activities that pro-
mote the protection of all human life from the moment of conception to natural death.  

Kathryn McCannon  478-951-5933 or kathrynmccannon@hotmail.com 
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Saint Maximilian Kolbe Center for Life  
 The Saint Kolbe Center is a Catholic Charity operated under the Macon Deanery 
which serves to both assist women in crisis with an unplanned pregnancy in adherence to 
Catholic teachings, as well as provide education and expertise on Catholic Pro-Life Activities 
as outlined by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). To learn more, 
volunteer or make a donation contact:  

Ann Beall, 478-257-4425 or ann@kolbecentermacon.org  
 

Bereavement Ministry  
 The Bereavement Ministry helps those who are grieving the death of a loved one. 
Teams of ministry members assist the family by organizing and preparing sandwich trays, 
repast meals/ celebrations, support the family by providing connections to various support 
systems (including support groups and individuals with similar experiences), and following up 
with cards/letters on anniversary dates. There are many levels of involvement, from writing a 
card and/or sharing your experience with others, to delivering food and/or setting up meals/
celebrations.  

Jane Montgomery, 478-718-7202 or janemontgomery101@gmail.com  
Angela McAfee, 478-319-8488 or gelamc1219@cox.net  
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Service and Outreach 
S.W.A.T.C.H.  
 Sewing Women Are Touching Children’s Hearts is a ministry which is open to all 
parish women, who enjoy sewing and fellowship. S.W.A.T.C.H. meets the second Saturday of 
each month at 1:30 p.m. at the Family Advancement Ministries Building on Orange Street.  

Ann Shaw, 478-986-1257 or annmarieshaw56@yahoo.com  

Family Advancement Ministries (FAM) 
 This is a diocesan ministry that promotes life inside and outside the womb by serving 
expectant and new mothers to parents with pre-school age children, especially those facing a 
crisis situation. We minister to families through a combination of Direct Services (emergency 
financial assistance, clothing, diapers, car seats, and other basic necessities) and Life Skills 
Education (Prenatal Care, Parenting, Personal Finance, and Budgeting, etc). Our Hispanic 
Ministry also includes ESL (English classes), citizenship preparation and sewing. We serve 
families in the Middle Georgia area, especially the Macon Deanery. There are many volunteer 
opportunities as phone interviews, receptionist, clothing room, life skills teachers, nursery, 
special projects, etc.  

Gigi Rolfes, 478-361-2800, 478-746-7402 or gigirolfes@gmail.com  

St. Vincent DePaul Society  
 This lay organization provides direct assistance to the needy in a variety of ways. Vol-
unteering with St. Vincent de Paul is a prayerful and concrete way to help the poor and needy 
in our area through home visits. You can make personal connection with those you assist and 
join in fellowship with other volunteers in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul. Meetings are held 
the third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Daybreak Building, 174 Walnut St.  

Gigi Rolfes, 478-361-2800, 478-746-7402 or gigirolfes@gmail.com  
Susan Joanis, susanjoanis@gmail.com  

Daybreak 
 Daybreak, a ministry of Depaul USA, is a centrally located, standalone facility that of-
fers homeless people support that helps to increase their daily living skills and connect them 
to existing community services.Daybreak offers services in four primary areas: day clinic, hy-
giene (clothes washing, showers), computer usage and telephone access.  

Kathy Smith, 215-366-6704 or kathy.smith@depaulusa.org  

Bless these Hands 
 We are an alliance of women from the three churches on High Street working for the 
betterment of women globally. Recently, we have joined with Daybreak as our mission has 
also expanded to help the impoverished locally and around the world.  

Ramona Mastrangelo, 478-254-4407 or rmastrangelo@codingnetwork.com 

mailto:susanjoanis@gmail.com
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Health Ministry 
 This ministry provides an opportunity for health care professionals to volunteer their 
time to provide health information, basic health screening, and information on available com-
munity services. All medical professionals are welcome: physicians, nurses, dentists, dental 
hygienists, physical therapists, assistants, dietitians, medical students, etc. Those who work 
outside of the healthcare industry are also welcome to help organize the ministry activities.  

William Shackelford, wmshackelford@gmail.com  

Marriage Enrichment 
 The marriage enrichment ministry was formed for married couples within our Parish 
and throughout to help us grow in our faith and love.  In this ministry the main focus is for 
spouses to grow closer to our Lord and to each other.  This ministry is an awesome experi-
ence for couples; deepening their faith and strengthening their marriages. At the same time it 
provides fellowship amongst other strong Catholic marriages within the Parrish.  Typically 
sessions run through out the year, we will meet for a block of 5 or 6 weeks on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30, we usually are reading a book that couples will be able to follow along, 
watch videos, and have an opportunity for discussion as individual couples, as well as with 
the group.   

 Ashley Hatcher, 912-531-3799 or hatcher.ashley@gmail.com  
Keith Hatcher, 270-293-0565 or khatcher@mountdesales.net 

DISMAS  
 This ministry coordinates the planning, collection and distribution of clothing and toi-
letry items through parish drives to provide for the needs of those individuals currently resid-
ing in a transition center in Macon, and this is provided in conjunction with Dismas Charities, 
Inc. (a Catholic-founded prison reentry program). 

George Miller, millgj@cox.net 

Clean Cupboard, Clean Hearts Food Drive 
 This ministry provides a way for families to alleviate hunger in the Middle Georgia 
area by bringing canned or dry good products to Mass on the first Sunday of the month and 
each Sunday during Lent. Parishioners can drop off new, unopened food items in the wooden 
bins located just inside the entrances to the church before the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass, and the 
7:45 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 12:10 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. Sunday Masses. Please make sure the items 
are unopened and not beyond any expiration date. Donations directly support the food pantry 
at Saint Peter Claver. *Volunteers are needed to help take food from wooden bins inside 
church to Knights of Columbus Hall after each Mass.  

Pati Dunaway, patidunaway@cox.net, 478-256-3366 

mailto:patidunaway@cox.net
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Macon Outreach at Mulberry
A group of volunteers from St. Joseph works at Macon Outreach on the 4th Thursday of every 

month serving lunch to homeless people and others who have need of meals. The lunches are 
served at Mulberry St. United Methodist Church, 719 Mulberry St., 31201. The time commitment is 
small -- 10:45AM-noon once a month, but the need is great. Please contact Nelda Chapman. 

    Nelda Chapman 478.1631 ext. 120 or church@st-joseph.cc   

Weekend Meals Ministry Team at Christ Church  
 St. Joseph is one of eleven Macon area churches participating in this inter-denomina-
tional program, established and organized by Christ Episcopal Church. The Christ Church 
program director assigns the various church teams to work four to six weekends each year. 
Once the work calendar is received by MAC (Macon Area Catholics - a joint team of volun-
teers from St. Joseph, St. Peter Claver, and Holy Spirit churches), team members are con-
tacted and scheduled to work on a convenient weekend day(s). Free, nutritious lunches are 
prepared and served every Saturday and Sunday to disadvantaged persons from the Christ 
Church facilities located on Walnut Street and approximately 10,500 meals are served each 
year. Service hours for team member volunteers are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on assigned days. 

Bob and Marilyn LaFountaine,  
478-956-4406, 530-635-2516 or lafountainebmb@sbcglobal.net 

Building & Grounds  
 

Gardening Ministry 
 This ministry involves the beautification of our parish 
grounds and is open to all nature-loving parishioners with green 
thumbs. This ministry includes pruning, trimming, cutting, plant-
ing, and weeding. Time commitment is 2-3 weekends with oc-
casional work days planned throughout the year.  

Mary Beth Cunard, 478-737-6745 or 
scunard163@aol.com  

The Nave Society  
 This ministry includes straightening hymnals and 
missalettes in the pews, making sure all kneelers are up, and 
helping to ensure the overall appearance of the inside of the 
church.  

    Posey Dennis, 478-474-9823 or memaw@mindspring.com  
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Craftsmen/Skilled Individuals 
 All parishioners who are electricians, plumbers, carpenters, masons, roofers, painters, 
architects, engineers, etc., are encouraged to sign up with this committee. This establishes a 
parish list of references when advice is needed on maintenance, repairs, replacements, re-
modeling, expansions or development/improvement plans of our parish facilities.  

Jim Fontenot, 478-405-5270 or jfont@bellsouth.net  

Parish Life  

Mailing Volunteer  
Volunteers help to prepare parish-wide mailings by labeling newsletters and other mailings. 

Emily St. Peter, emily_stpeter@yahoo.com 

Knights of Columbus 
 The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal order of Catholic men devoted to charitable 
works. The Knights of Columbus Third Degree Council 925 meets in the K of C Hall, directly 
behind the church, on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. The Fourth Degree 
Assembly meets every third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. All adult practicing Roman 
Catholic men in good standing with the Church are invited to join this Council.  

 David Cousino, 478-335-0870 or davidyvea@gmail.com 

Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus  
 The Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus is a service organization open to all 
women in the Macon Deanery. Our motto is taken from Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
“Doing small things with great love.”  Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
All women are invited to join. 

Sandra JH Jackson, 478-550-1675 or cets079102@aol.com  

Council of Catholic Women (CCW)  
 All women in the parish over age 18 are eligible for membership in the CCW. This or-
ganization meets on the third Tuesday of every month for a social and meeting, focusing on 
women, families, spirituality, education, leadership and service. CCW is involved in many as-
pects of parish life from community service to planning and executing receptions. There are 
opportunities to attend conferences and participate in all sorts of fun activities. Most impor-
tantly, it is a chance to connect with other women in the parish while giving back.  

Kathy Smith, 215-366-6704 or kathy.smith@depaulusa.org  
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Cherry Blossom Hosts/Hostesses 
 Each March during Macon’s Cherry Blossom Festival thousands of tourists visit St. 
Joseph Church. Men and women from our parish serve as hosts and hostesses, greeting visi-
tors and sharing the rich history of our church. Extensive knowledge of the church is not nec-
essary as you are provided with more than enough information. Morning volunteers work from 
9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and the afternoon shift runs from 1:00-4:00 p.m. If you enjoy meeting and 
talking with visitors about our beautiful church, then this ministry is for you.  
Pauline O'Mahony, 478-477-7546 or pomahony@bellsouth.net  

Mothers’ Morning In (MMI) 
 This Moms' Group (also known as MMI) is open to moms with children of any age.  
Meetings include discussions of the year's selected book about improving our walk with Christ 
or passing on the faith to our children, participation in the parish's Lenten bible study, as well 
as time to get to know other moms in the parish and share about the joys AND the challenges 
of motherhood.  The goal of this group is for members to grow in their understanding and 
practice of their Catholic faith and build supporting friendships.  We meet during the school 
year on Tuesday mornings roughly twice a month from 10:00-11:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 
with nursery provided.  New members may join at any time throughout the year!  

Mollie Germann, 478-960-9327 or mollie.germann@gmail.com  

Prime Timers Program 
 Parishioners, 50 years of age and older, come together for fellowship. Come and join 
us for luncheons and special trips throughout the year. We share meals and fellowship 
monthly from September until May.   

Connie Thuente, 478-474-7237 or cthuente@mindspring.com 

Cub Scouts Program  
 Cub Scout Pack 10 is sponsored by St. Joseph's School. The Pack meets monthly, 
usually on a Sunday afternoon. Each Den in the Pack meets about twice a month in the 
Scout Room located in Cuddy Hall or other designated location. Any boy from the 1st through 
the 5th grade is eligible for Cub Scouts.  

Matt Cheek, 478-319-8853 or mcheek@hhnt.com  

Boy Scouts Program  
 Boy Scout Troop 10 is sponsored by St. Joseph School. It meets on Sunday evenings, 
except on the Sundays of a weekend camp out, at 6:30 p.m. in the Scout Room, which is in 
Monsignor John Cuddy Hall. Any boy from age 11 to age 18 is eligible for the Boy Scouts.  

Chad Fletcher, 478-719-2218 or chad.fletcher@cox.net 
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Sacraments 
Holy Baptism  
 Through the Sacrament of Baptism, Jesus Christ washes away both original and ac-
tual sin through the merits of His life, death and resurrection. He pours forth the gift of the 
Holy Spirit upon us and incorporates us into the Holy Catholic Church that He founded which 
makes us God’s adopted sons and daughters. Parents assume the responsibility of rearing 
their child(ren) in the ways of the Catholic faith. We ask parents to attend a pre-baptismal 
class for their child and to consult the priest or deacon who will be baptizing their child. Nor-
mally, two godparents are chosen, one of whom must be a believing and practicing Catholic 
who is confirmed. If the Catholic godparent is not a member of St. Joseph Church, he/she 
must provide a letter of permission from his or her local pastor to be the godparent here. An 
adult who desires membership in the Catholic Church is received into the Church through the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Contact the parish office for more information. 

Church Office, 478-745-1631 

Reconciliation/Penance/Confession  
 The Sacrament of Reconciliation or Penance, also known as Confession, is first cele-
brated when your child reaches the “canonical” age of reason which is seven years old or the 
2nd grade. This sacrament renews the gift of forgiveness of actual sins committed after Holy 
Baptism. First Penance is celebrated at a special service several weeks prior to First Com-
munion. Parents are then requested to begin a habit or tradition of celebrating this sacrament. 
A monthly celebration of this sacrament by families is strongly encouraged. The Sacrament of 
Penance is required for any mortal sins committed. It is recommended but not necessary for 
venial sins. In this sacrament, Jesus continues His ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation 
through the bishop or a priest who has been ordained to represent Jesus Christ “in persona 
Christi” and to offer the gift of Jesus’ forgiveness through the Church’s minister. 

The Most Holy Eucharist 
 The celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist is the “source and summit” of our Catholic 
faith and worship. We believe that during the Mass we enter into the “one Sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ” and our life in the Holy Spirit is nourished and sustained as God unites us to His Son 
and the eternal life He has won for us. The nourishment of our life in the Holy Spirit occurs by 
hearing God’s Word and worthily receiving the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of the Risen 
Lord under the form of either bread or wine. Catholics receive Holy Communion worthily by 
being in a state of grace (free of mortal sin). Forgiveness of mortal sin is through the Sacra-
ment of Penance. 
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First Holy Communion   
 The preparation for First Penance and First Holy Communion is a 2 year program, 
usually in the 1st and 2nd grades. Children receive the Sacrament of Penance as a group at 
a special service several weeks prior to First Communion in May.  

Confirmation 
 The three Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist complete a per-
son’s initiation into Christ’s Holy Catholic Church. Through the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit received in Holy Baptism is strengthened so that fully initiated 
Catholics may boldly witness their faith to the world through word and deed. The preparation 
for confirmation is a 2 year program. The Bishop of the Diocese of Savannah comes to Ma-
con, usually in the spring, to celebrate this sacrament. Practicing Catholic adults who missed 
the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation are asked to attend a Confirmation Work-
shop and may be confirmed along with the 8th graders when the bishop comes to our parish. 
Those adults who were baptized as Catholics as infants, but have not practiced their faith 
since childhood nor received subsequent sacraments, are asked to join the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults.  

Marriage 
 The marriage of a Christian man and woman symbolizes the marriage of Christ to His 
Bride, the Church. Therefore, a valid sacramental marriage between two baptized Christians 
is a sacrament and can only be dissolved through death. A sacramental marriage is between 
two baptized Christians who are free of any impediments to being married. Catholics must be 
married in the presence of a priest or deacon of the Catholic Church and two other witnesses. 
For a serious reason, a dispensation from the “form” of Catholic marriage can be requested 
and then granted by the bishop. The Diocese of Savannah requires couples to: 1. Contact the 
parish at least 4 months prior to setting a date for the wedding. 2. Attend the parish’s mar-
riage prep retreat. 3. Be mature enough to celebrate marriage. 4. Baptize and rear all children 
as Catholics. Permission may be granted for a Catholic to marry a baptized Christian of a 
Protestant denomination. However, both must promise to respect each other’s religious be-
liefs and the Catholic must promise to remain Catholic and baptize and rear their children as 
Catholics. If a Catholic desires to marry a non-baptized person, the bishop must grant a dis-
pensation for this to occur. The marriage is not considered a sacrament as a sacramental 
marriage must be between two baptized Christians. It is considered a “Holy Bond.” The 
Catholic must promise to remain Catholic and baptize and rear their children as Catholics. 
Because of original and actual sin, sometimes Christian marriage ends in a “civil divorce.” 
While the Church allows for this legal procedure, the Church still considers the marriage to be 
a valid sacramental marriage even after the civil divorce is granted. Therefore, the Catholic is 
not free to marry again in the Catholic Church.  
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Anointing of the Sick 
 In the Church today, Anointing of the Sick is for those who seek healing for illness of 
mind, body or spirit or for those going into the hospital for surgery. 

Annulments  
 A Catholic who believes that his or her marriage that has ended in divorce is not a 
sacramental marriage may pursue a Church annulment. This procedure places the marriage 
on “trial” in an ecclesiastical Church court. If there is enough evidence supplied through the 
written testimony of the parties involved and their witnesses, the Church can declare the mar-
riage null and void as a Sacrament from the very beginning due to a variety of reasons. How-
ever, the relationship during the time of the marriage is considered a “sacred and legal union” 
thus legitimizing the marital relationships and any children born of this union. Once an annul-
ment is granted, it may be possible to celebrate another Catholic wedding in the Church. The 
marriages of Christians of Protestant denominations are considered sacramental marriages 
as well. If a Protestant divorces and then desires to marry a Catholic, the Protestant cannot 
marry in the Catholic Church until he or she is granted a Catholic annulment. Divorced 
Catholics who have not remarried outside the Church are still considered to be Catholics in 
good standing and are allowed to celebrate the Sacraments of the Church, especially the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Most Holy Eucharist. Those Catholics who are married out-
side the Church are not excommunicated. However, a censure is placed against them. They 
are encouraged to participate in the life of the Church, especially Sunday and Holy Days of 
obligation Masses, but may not receive the Most Holy Eucharist. Please contact one of the 
priests if there are any questions concerning your status in the Church. No Catholic priest or 
deacon may take part in any ceremony where a Catholic is not free to marry in the eyes of 
the Church. (The priest or deacon is not allowed even to attend such a ceremony as clergy.) 
Those Catholics married outside the Church are urged to consult with one of the priests to 
determine if their current marriage can be validated in the Catholic Church by presenting their 
case to a Catholic tribunal for review. 

Holy Orders  
 Catholic men who are not married and feel they are called to the priesthood should 
consult with one of the priests to determine what steps they should take next. The Order of 
Permanent Deacons is open to married and unmarried Catholic men. Please note when the 
bishop is beginning a new class for candidates for the Permanent Diaconate.  
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Facilities 
St. Joseph Church  
 St. Joseph Catholic Church was dedicated in 1903 after approximately 15 years of 
construction. The church underwent a major renovation in 2003 and was rededicated on July 
1, 2006.  

Social Hall 
 This facility is located on the bottom level of the church and is used for parish-related 
activities.  

Parish Office  
 The office is next door to the church. It houses the offices of the Pastor, Parochial 
Vicar, Bookkeeper, and Secretary*. The hours of business are Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. - 12 
noon; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Consult the bulletin for all Holy Days and national holidays. * This 
facility serves also as the parish rectory (the private residence for the priests). Please respect 
office hours for all church related business.  

Parish Center 
 This facility is the white house with its front door facing High Street. It is located direct-
ly behind the parish office. It houses the offices of our Music Director, Director of Religious 
Education, and Youth/Young Adult Minister. It has a conference room for classes, programs 
and meetings. The parish center is sometimes used as a bridal room.  
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St. Joseph’s School 
 St. Joseph's Catholic School is located at 905 High Street. The school building is used 
to educate students in grades 4K-6th during the school day and students in grades 4K-8th 
who participate in the Parish Religious Education Program (PREP). The school facility is also 
used for the weekly Coffee and Conversation gathering and other activities of the Parish 
community.  
   

Monsignor John Cuddy Hall 
 This newest addition to our campus serves as a Parish Life Center for the use of both 
the parish and school. It comprises a gymnasium, theatrical stage with a drop-down screen, 
as well as three classrooms and a warming kitchen.  

Bookstore  
 A broad selection of Catholic books and religious articles may be found in St. Joseph 
Bookstore. The bookstore is on the ground floor of the building which opens onto the parking 
court at the side of the Church. It is open following each of the Sunday Masses, first and third 
Monday 8:30-9:30 a.m., Tuesday through Saturday, 2:30-4:30 p.m., and Saturday after 8:00 
a.m. Mass. Volunteers are needed to staff the bookstore.  

Debra McMahon Levitt, 478-787-3915 or debramcmahon@aol.com  

Perpetual Adoration Chapel  
 The Adoration Chapel is a part of the same building that houses the bookstore, Re-
source Room and Upper Room. For those interested in spending time with our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament, please contact:  

Ed and Donna Skoczylas, 478-986-0941, 478-986-0440 or escotch@windstream.net 

Resource Room 
 The Resource Room is located above the Adoration Chapel. It has a supply of books, 
videos, and audio tape sets for your use. You are invited to visit and read, or check out items 
for two weeks.  

Church Office, 478-745-1631 

Knights of Columbus Hall 
 This facility is directly behind the church. It is used for Knights of Columbus meetings, 
prayer groups, and meals. It also serves various other meetings for different ministries. Any 
use of this facility must be scheduled through the Knights of Columbus.  

David Cousino, 478-335-0870 or davidyvea@gmail.com
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