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St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Newsletter  

“St. Joseph Catholic Church brings Christ to our 
community and our community to Christ.”

 November brings Saints, Veterans, 
blessings, and activities to St. Joseph’s 

The month of November has brought many activities and celebrations 
to our parish community, which have helped us to count our blessings, 
enjoy the company of others, and to look forward to our journey in this 
life toward eternal life with the Saints. On November 1st we celebrated 
All Saint’s Day Masses, with a special Mass for our school children, many 
of whom dressed up as their favorite saint. A Traditional Latin Requiem 
Mass with music composed by Faure was offered on All Soul’s Day, 
November 2nd for all the faithful departed.  

St. Nicholas (bishop) processes up the aisle 
for the All Saint’s Day Mass. 

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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Praying for the Souls of the Faithful Departed 
Every year during the month of November, we 
pray in a special way for those who have passed 
away, as we think about the souls in Purgatory. 
According to our Catholic faith, people who die in 
God’s friendship, but are not yet purified from 
their sins, enter a state called Purgatory for a 
purging or purification of the soul. Purgatory is 
not quite a punishment, but more of a refinement, 
(in the same way that metals are refined by fire to 
remove impurities) so that souls may be perfected 
and enter God’s eternal kingdom.

At the moment of death, the person faces eternal 
judgement with God and one’s eternal destination 
is decided. Our lives on earth determine, by God’s 
judgment, whether our souls will go to Heaven or 
Hell. In the event the person has died in a state of 
grace, the person will go to Heaven. If the person 
dies in a state of unrepentant mortal sin, the 
person will go to Hell. In the case 
that a person dies in a state of grace, 
but has attachment to sin or has not 
yet fulfilled the temporal 
punishment due to their sin, the 
soul of the person experiences a 
purging or purification in a state 
called Purgatory. 

In the case of Purgatory, we believe 
that such a state is not permanent, 
but lasts only until the soul is 
purified and prepared to enter 
heaven. Our prayers can assist the 
souls in Purgatory just as our prayers 
could assist a person who is still 
alive in this world. We see evidence 
for the praying for the dead in 
Scripture, when Judas Maccabee and 
his army pray for fallen soldiers to 
blot out their sins (2 Maccabees 
12:39-45). Because we, like Judas 
Maccabee, believe in the 
Resurrection, we believe it is 
worthwhile to pray that those who 
have died may participate in the 
fullness of Heaven.    (cont)

St. Joseph Parishioners pray the Rosary at the Catholic section 
of Rose Hill Cemetery on All Souls’ Day

Prayers being offered for the Faithful Departed at the All Souls Day Mass

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Maccabees+12&version=NRSVCE
http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Maccabees+12&version=NRSVCE
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Did you know…. 
When names are listed in the bulletin for a Mass offered for them, 
if there is a (+) sign next to their name, it indicates they are 
deceased. If there is no sign next to their name, they are living. 

(Praying for the Souls of the Faithful Departed from pg. 2)

According to our Faith, the Communion of Saints is the spiritual solidarity which binds together: 1) the 
Faithful on earth, 2) the Souls in Purgatory, and 3) the Saints in heaven, in a unity and relationship with 
Christ and His people in what we refer to as the mystical Body of Christ, the Church. This means that 
all the Faithful can pray for one another, whether they are in Heaven, on Earth, or undergoing 
purification in Purgatory. Our prayers as the Body of Christ are living and effective. For this reason, we 
can offer Masses, sacrifices, and prayers to help the holy souls in purgatory reach heaven. In addition, 
they can pray for us, and will most assuredly pray for us, when they reach heaven.

We cannot fully understand God’s judgment or guess at the fate of the departed. What we can do is pray 
for the souls of those who have died and are awaiting God’s glory, including those holy souls with no one 
to pray for them.

Have a Mass offered for a loved one

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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"My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast" 

Recently, in going through some old mail, I opened a form letter I had received from a group of 
missionary sisters who serve in a number of places around the world, including Ecuador, and who were 
soliciting funds for the work they do.
After a recent earthquake in that country, some of the sisters came across a young girl who was in shock, 
covered in dirt, and standing next to a collapsed structure. She was also clutching an old t-shirt.
The sisters took her in, washed her, and clothed her. She would not give up the t-shirt though. When 
someone tried talking her in giving it to them, she would clutch it tighter. Months later it was noticed 
that she still had it.
Eventually, the sisters found why the shirt meant so much to her. It turned out that it was all she had 
left of her father who had perished in the earthquake. Her father had meant the world to her and so she 
continued to cling to the one thing she still had of his.
What came to me in reading this was a line from the Psalms: "my soul clings to you; your right hand 
holds me fast". A story such as this can cause us to ponder and reflect on the value of every human life 
and that each of us was created in the image and likeness of God Himself.
When we consider how this child felt toward her father, doesn't this serve as an example of how 
optimally, our relationship to God should be? Should we not emulate in our spiritual attitude toward 
God, this child's human and familial attitude toward her earthly father? In this way, no matter what 
happens in our life, we will not succumb to anyone or anything that would disrupt, take us away from, or 
bring about an end to our relationship with Him and His Holy Church.

-George J. Miller

Psalm 63:2-8
So I have looked upon thee in the sanctuary,beholding thy power and glory.
Because thy steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise thee.
So I will bless thee as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on thy name.
My soul is feasted as with marrow and fat, and my mouth praises thee with joyful lips,
when I think of thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the watches of the night;
for thou hast been my help, and in the shadow of thy wings I sing for joy.
My soul clings to thee; thy right hand upholds me.

Type to enter 
text

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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Parish Picnic & All Saints Day Party-November 4th 
Our parish picnic was in the theme of All Saints Day and so there was lots of food and lots of saints. 
Held for the first time in our school gym and cafeteria, there were lots of games, fun, and fellowship, 
with a silent auction, cake walk, bingo, and saints games for the children. Thank you to Rebecca Brown 
and the Stewardship Council, and all others who made it an enjoyable time! Be sure to make plans to 
attend next year!

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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St. Joseph Church Building Turns 115 Years Old 
On November 15, 1903, our current church building was dedicated after fourteen years of work 
beginning in 1889. Our church building was blessed by Bishop Becker, who was accompanied during the 
dedication ceremony by six other bishops from various parts of the country. The Macon Telegraph 
wrote in its paper that day, “If architecture may be fittingly described as frozen music, St. Joseph's 
Church, to be dedicated today, is a symphony.” 

To celebrate the anniversary of the church, a special 
blessing of the cornerstone of the church and a reading 
and presentation of a papal blessing recently given by 
Pope Francis was held at the 8:30 and 11:00 am Masses on 
Sunday, November 11th, with a reception between the 
Masses.   

We thank God and the people of St. Joseph’s for the 
treasure we have received in our beautiful church 

IHS
In Honor of St. Joseph

Universal Protector of the Church
Dedicated 15th day of November

1903

(from the cornerstone of St. Joseph’s)

And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it. 

Matthew 16:18

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macon_Telegraph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macon_Telegraph
http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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In Thanksgiving for our Veterans 

St. Joseph School organized a Veteran’s Day Mass on Friday, November 9th, inviting all veterans to attend. 
Parents, grandparents, friends and family who are veterans and active duty military, processed up the aisle, 
being escorted by the school children. Boy Scouts from the St. Joseph Boy Scout Troop led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Star Spangled Banner before the Mass, and the Kindergarten classes sang a song of 
thanksgiving to the veterans at the end of Mass, which was followed by a reception.  

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com
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Gold & Silver 
Wedding Jubilee 

Anniversary Mass
The Most Reverend Gregory Hartmayer, OFM Conv., Bishop of 
Savannah invites all couples celebrating their Silver or Gold (25th or 
50th) Wedding Anniversaries in 2019 to join him in celebrating the 
Gold & Silver Wedding Jubilee Anniversary Mass in your honor at 
the Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Savannah, Georgia on 
Sunday: February 10, 2019. Those wishing to attend should contact 
the parish office or register online at https://www.diosav.org/
familylife-marriage-jubilee by December 20, 2018 in order to receive 
a formal invitation with the detailed information. Questions?: 
Contact the Diocesan Office of Family Life, 912-201-4068. 

College Tuition Award 

The Diocese of  Savannah Catholic College Tuition Assistance Award applications 
for the 2019-20 academic year are now available for students who are attending or will be 
attending (Fall, 2019) a Catholic College or University to pursue an education rooted in 
Catholic values and faith traditions. Awards range from $1000 to $2500 annually. 
Applications for tuition assistance must be made annually.  

Applications are available on The Diocese of  Savannah Office of  Catholic School 
website. Completed applications must be submitted by February 28. 
https://diosav.org/schools-tuitionscholarships  

http://stjosephmacon.wordpress.com

