
May 23,, 2020 

Dear parishioners and friends of St. Joseph’s, 

I hope you are well and safe! We have been praying for you and thinking of you each day. 
During this time of uncertainty and change, I encourage you to check our website and bulletin 
regularly as well as our Facebook Page for changes or updates. As you have heard, St. Joseph 
Catholic Church will reopen for public Masses beginning Memorial Day, May 25,, 2020 with our 
first Sunday Mass being the weekend of May 30-31. We will be following guidelines issued by 
the Diocese of Savannah and the USCCB (United States Catholic Council of Bishops) to ensure 
that we reopen in a manner that is safe and responsible. I want you to know that your safety 
and health is of utmost importance to me and I am confident that we can reopen in a careful and 
conservative way, while maintaining our devotion, reverence, and love for the Holy Mass and 
the Eucharist.  

As we observe the following guidelines, it must be understood that the celebration of the Holy 
Mass during the reopening phase will not be exactly the same as what we are used to, but I 
believe the limitations we may experience are well worth the opportunity to participate in the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and worship of God as a community. We have much to be thankful to 
God for in these past months and I pray we can do so in a humble and thankful way. I remind 
you that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass continues to be relaxed at least until the end of 
June, at which time it may be extended . At this time, one is not obliged to attend Sunday Mass, 
however, you should continue to keep Sunday as a holy day spent in contemplation of our Lord 
and rest in His Goodness. If you do not choose to attend or are unable, I encourage you to 
participate by watching a Mass by means of television or social media as we will continue to 
live stream Masses from St. Joseph’s on a daily basis. Below are some of the directives by which 
we will operate as we reopen for Masses: 

1. Mass times will continue to be the same as our usual weekly Mass schedule, except for one 
of the Masses on Sunday. The usual daily Mass schedule is: Monday to Friday at 8:00 am, 
and Saturday at 9:00 am. The Sunday Mass schedule will not include the 8:30 am Mass for 
the time being, due to the required amount of time that is necessary for sanitizing the church 
between the Masses. We will still have the Saturday evening Vigil at 4:30 pm and Sunday 
Masses at 11:00 am and 5:00 pm. The Sunday Mass schedule may change during the 
upcoming days and weeks depending upon Mass attendance, sanitizing schedule 
requirements, and other circumstances. (In addition, we will not celebrate the Latin Mass on 
Sunday, May 31st) 

2. The Nursery, Adoration Chapel, and Bookstore will remain closed for the time being and 
social, and Faith Formation activities regularly held on our campus will not take place until 
further notice.  

3. The church building will be open and available for prayer Monday through Friday from 
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm in addition to the Daily Mass time through 10:00 am. The church 
building requires sanitization after each Mass before it can be made available for prayer or 
visitation, which limits its availability. The Church Office will remain closed, but contact 
with our secretary can be made by phone or email.   



4. Confessions can be made by appointment through contacting one of our priests or our 
office. For the time being, confessions can be heard after the daily Mass and the Saturday 
afternoon Mass, but not before the Mass. Please contact a priest after Mass if this is needed.   

5. Anyone who is sick, has a cough, fever, or is experiencing shortness of breath should not 
come to church or our campus at this time. If you have come into contact with anyone with 
COVID-19 in the past 14 days or with anyone being investigated for it, you should not come 
to church or our campus.    

6. Anyone who would be considered a high risk (CDC guidelines i.e. those who are older, or 
those who have underlying health conditions) should not come to our campus at this time. 

7. Hand Sanitizer will be placed at the entrances to the church, but  I encourage you to carry a 
small personal container of hand sanitizer as well.  

8. Face coverings or masks will be required to be worn at all times in the church building 
and while on our campus. If you feel strongly about not wearing a mask in the church for 
Mass, please remain in your automobile and we are happy to bring you communion after 
Mass. Masks will be required for visitation and prayer as well. This policy may change or 
be relaxed over the course of time, but at least for this reopening phase masks will be 
required.   

9. The attendance at each Mass will be limited to approximately 130 persons. When the ushers 
have determined that all usable space has been taken, no more people will be allowed in the 
church. If someone is unable to gain entrance due to the church being full, you are most 
welcome to wait in your automobile until the end of Mass and we will bring Communion to 
you when the Mass is finished. We ask for your patience and your cooperation during these 
unusual times.  

10. We will utilize only the front doors of the church for entering and exiting due to the 
counting, the traffic flow of people during the seating process, the exiting process, and 
Communion reception process of our Masses. We will not use the side doors either on the 
Church Office side or the New Street side of the building before, during, or after Mass.   

11. Distancing should be observed throughout our campus: while walking to and from the 
church, while waiting in line to get in the church, and once inside the church. When entering 
the church an usher will be available to direct you where you need to go. Every other pew 
will be roped off and unusable. We will be seating people from the front to the back as you 
enter and ask for cooperation as you may be asked to sit in an area of the church you are not 
accustomed to. In the pews, a distance of approximately six feet should be maintained 
between persons, but families or couples do not need to maintain such distance. 

12. We plan to open the church windows during the Mass for optimum air flow and apologize 
if the church gets warmer than usual.  

13. We will not utilize a choir or cantor for the time being. Background organ music will be 
played when appropriate. In addition, the use of liturgical ministers such as Readers, 



Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, MC’s and Altar Servers will used sparingly, if at 
all, during this reopening phase to try to maintain proper distancing.     

14. Hymnals and missalettes have been removed from the pews, so you are most welcome to 
bring and use personal missals, books, or electronic means to follow the Order of the Mass 
and readings, but please use a silent setting on all electronic devices.  

15. As recommended by the USCCB, the reception of Communion will take place when the 
Mass is finished and after the Final Blessing has been given. At the appropriate time, the 
Communion lines will form and the Communion ministers will distribute Communion 
under one species (the Precious Blood will not be offered to the congregation). Communion 
ministers will be wearing a mask and will have hand sanitizer available to them throughout 
the Communion distribution process.  

16. Given the configuration of our church and the tendency for our Communion lines to get 
congested, we will be modifying the Communion line routes in order to better maintain a 
six-foot distance between members of the congregation. There will be a Communion line at 
the altar rail at each of the side aisles, but not in the main center aisle. The lines will form 
in the side aisles and move to the Communion station at the altar rail maintaining six feet 
between each person in line. There will be markings on the floor to help in the distancing. 
After receiving Communion at the side aisle station, the communicant will exit the station 
by moving to the center aisle and returning to their seat for a prayer of thanksgiving, or will 
exit the church through the front doors. The center aisle should be used during Communion 
only as a way of exit. Communicants will not exit the church building by means of the side 
doors.  

17. We encourage all to receive Holy Communion in your hand. However, Communion on the 
tongue will not be refused. If receiving Communion on the hand, you should receive the 
Eucharist from the minister with your mask on, then move to the side, lift up the mask, and 
place it in your mouth. Once the Communicant has completed this process and has turned 
to exit from the area, the next Communicant in line is to approach the minister. This 
minimizes the amount of time the next Communicant is standing in front of the minister. If 
receiving Communion on the tongue, you should keep your mask on until standing 
directly in front of the minister, then pull down the mask from your mouth and receive as 
usual. Please replace the mask after you have received and then exit to the main aisle.   

18. If you make a thanksgiving after receiving Communion, please return to your previous seat 
by means of the center aisle, avoiding crossing any Communion lines (do not use a vacated 
pew that may have been used by someone else).  

19. Collection boxes (that have been regularly used for donations for the upkeep of the church) 
will be placed near the doors of the church to be used for your offertory envelopes or 
contributions as we will not pass the offertory baskets. An offertory contribution can also be 
made by means of our website, and regular online giving can be set up there as well.  

20. After each Mass, the pews will be sanitized and prepared for the next Mass.   



21. If you take a bulletin from the bulletin rack, please do not leave it behind or return it to the 
rack.  

22. Please do not congregate outside the church, but maintain a proper distance and keep your 
mask on until you have entered your automobile.  

   I believe that all of this guidance will serve us well and I apologize in advance for any 
inconvenience. The Pastoral Council, Office Staff, Maintenance Staff, and various parishioners 
have worked together to plan for this reopening to ensure that it is safe, well organized, and 
reverent, considering many different variables and situations. It will not be perfect, but then 
again nothing is this side of Heaven. If you do not feel comfortable attending Mass at this time, I 
encourage you to remain at home and join us by live stream. If you prefer to avoid a potentially 
larger Sunday Mass, but would still like to come to Mass, I would encourage you to attend a 
daily Mass instead. Or if you just want to wait a few weeks to give us a chance to perfect the 
system and to work out the kinks, that is fine too. I’m sure we will be making adjustments as we 
go forward and perhaps add a few more directives as needed. I am very happy that we will be 
getting back to church as we have missed seeing all of you and celebrating Mass with you. May 
God bless you and we look forward to seeing you in the near future.  

Rev. J. Scott Winchel 


